
 
VERMONT LOCAL ROADS  

Toolbox Safety Talks 

To: Vermont Colleagues From: Erik Wells 

Phone: 800-462-6555 (VT) 802-654-2652 Date: August 17, 2010  

A good way to start to the day… 
 

1. Review any accidents or "near accidents" from the past week. 
  

2. Describe the hazards of the work as they relate to your project. Explain or 
show the SAFE way of doing the job.  

 

3. Ask for ideas about preventing accidents. 
NOTE: If an idea is not practical, explain the reason why.  

 

4. Give the TOOL BOX SAFETY TALK 
 

 

 

FIRE PREVENTION 

This may sound like a contradiction, but the problem with fire prevention on a 
construction site is the absence of a problem. Fires do not occur with frequency or 
regularity and therefore workers are not particularly concerned about them. Another 
word for this is complacency, an environment in which danger grows and thrives. It is 
extremely difficult to motivate someone to take an active interest in fire prevention when 
the person has never been involved in a serious fire and when they face other, imminent 
hazards on a daily basis. This leads to the common misconception that fire prevention is 
someone else's problem. 

Almost every construction worker has at one time or another seen someone injured by a 
fall or being struck by an object. Very few have seen a person burned in a fire, or seen 
valuable property and months of work reduced to smoke and ashes. 

We need to be reminded regularly of the ever-present danger of fire. We need to know 
the different types of fires and extinguishers. Briefly, electrical or flammable liquid fires 
require an extinguisher rated BC. Use a water extinguisher only for Class A fires (wood, 
paper etc.). A dry chemical extinguisher rated ABC is for all classes of fire. Aim at the 
base of the fire and move the nozzle from side to side in a sweeping motion. If the fire 
continues, evacuate everyone from the area and call the fire department. 

Observe all 'NO SMOKING' signs, especially near flammables. Make sure the area is 
free from all combustibles when burning or welding. Place all construction debris in the 
proper area for disposal. Know where fire extinguishers are located. 



A fire today could mean loss of life, loss of a job, personal injury or property damage. 
Are you doing your part to prevent one? Check both your job and your home for fire 
hazards. 

FIRE PROTECTION 

Don't get burned! Protection is the name of the game. We need to protect ourselves, co-
workers tools and equipment, storage trailers, and the location where we work and live 
in case of fire. 

Protection begins with planning who is going to call the fire department should there be 
a fire. Is the fire department's emergency phone number posted next to the telephone? 
Are there fire extinguishers available in our work areas? Is there one in the job truck? Is 
there a full extinguisher in the job office trailer? Do you have extinguishers and smoke 
alarms at home? 

Are flammable liquids stored in approved containers? When using a cutting torch take 
steps to make sure the surrounding areas will not catch fire by removing all combustible 
materials. 

What about housekeeping? Does the job clean up all work areas on a daily basis, or do 
you wait until the areas are cluttered with all kinds of combustible material? 

Are 'No Smoking’ areas posted so all workers know not to -smoke in areas where 
flammable liquids or containers are stored? 

Part of your protection plan should be to know where all fire exits are! Do you know the 
one closest to your work area? Do you have a back-up exit in case the first one is 
blocked? Do you have an escape plan at home? 

Smoke alarms on the job and at home should be tested monthly. Replace batteries twice 
a year. Remember, protection starts with you. You must plan what to do, -who to call 
and where to go should a fire break out. You must also do your part by storing 
flammables properly and smoking only in safe areas. 

It doesn't take much f or a small fire to become a killer. With proper training and 
knowledge you can protect yourself, your workplace and your home. 

EMERGENCY NUMBERS' NEED TO BE POSTED AT EACH TELEPHONE. DO 
YOU KNOW WHAT NUMBERS TO CALL FOR FIRE, POLICE OR AMBULANCE? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Tool Box Safety Meeting Minutes 

Municipality/Agency:  

Training Conducted By:   

Topics Discussed:   

  

Training Materials Used: (Video, Handouts, etc.)   

  

Follow-Up and Questions Discussed:   

  

  

Employees Present (Print Name)       

 
 
 
 

 


