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A good way to start to the day… 
 

1. Review any accidents or "near accidents" from the past week. 
  

2. Describe the hazards of the work as they relate to your project. Explain or 
show the SAFE way of doing the job.  

 

3. Ask for ideas about preventing accidents. 
NOTE: If an idea is not practical, explain the reason why.  

 

4. Give the TOOL BOX SAFETY TALK 
 

 

 

Fire Safety  
Last week was national fire safety week. This week’s Toolbox Safety Talk discusses facts and 
tips for smoke alarms and overall fire causes. Daylight savings time is approaching, a good 
benchmark to use to replace your smoke alarm batteries. The following information is taken 
from the National Fire Protection Agency- NFPA. We have posted an additional video from the 
NFPA to accompany this talk on our blog- www.vtlocalroads.wordpress.com  

Smoke alarms 

• Smoke alarms cut the risk of dying in a reported fire in half.  

• Most homes (96%) have at least one smoke alarm (according to a 2008 telephone 
survey).  

• Overall, three-quarters of all U.S. homes have at least one working smoke alarm.  

• Each year, nearly 3,000 people die in U.S. home fires.  

• In 2003-2006, roughly two-thirds of home fire deaths resulted from home fires in homes 
with no smoke alarms or no working smoke alarms. 

- No smoke alarms were present in 40% of the home fire deaths. 

- In 23% of the home fire deaths, smoke alarms were present but did not sound.  

In more than half of the reported home fires in which the smoke alarms were present but did not 
operate even though the fire was large enough, batteries were missing or disconnected. 
Nuisance alarms were the leading reason for disconnected alarms.  

http://www.vtlocalroads.wordpress.com/


More than half of the smoke alarms found in reported fires and two-thirds of the alarms found 
in homes with fire deaths were powered by battery only.  

Most homes still have smoke alarms powered by battery only. 
In a 2007 American Housing Survey (AHS), 67% of th
respondents who reported having smoke alarms said they were 
powered by battery only.  

e 

 time.  

Smoke Alarms Save Lives 

In a 2008 telephone survey, only 12% knew that smoke alarms 
should be replaced every 10 years.  

In fires considered large enough to activate a smoke alarm, 
hard-wired alarms operated 91% of the time; battery-powered 
smoke alarms operated 75% of the

Interconnected smoke alarms on all floors increase safety. 

- In a U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
(CPSC) survey of households with any fires, 
interconnected smoke alarms were more likely to 
operate and alert occupants to a fire. (This 
includes fires in which the fire department was 
not called.)  

The most important things you need to know are smoke alarms save lives and they should be in 
every home. Follow these important smoke alarm safety measures: 

• Make sure your smoke alarms are working. This means testing smoke alarms monthly, 
replacing batteries once a year or when a low-battery alarm chirps and performing other 
maintenance as NFPA and your smoke alarm manufacturers recommend. And of course, a 
smoke alarm disabled because of nuisance alarms provides no protection at all. 

• It is important to have not just one smoke alarm but smoke alarms in every location required 
by NFPA standards. (On each level of your home, outside each sleeping area and inside each 
bedroom). Tens of millions of U.S. homes are estimated to have smoke alarms but not enough 
smoke alarms to meet the standards and protect their homes. 

• Interconnect your smoke alarms so that a fire detected by any smoke alarm will sound an 
alarm at every location where a smoke alarm is installed. Interconnection can be done using 
hard-wiring or wireless broadcast technology. Interconnected smoke alarms provide early 
warning of fires that are still far away or are located on the other side of a door or wall that may 
block sound. 

• Develop and practice an escape plan so that everyone in the home knows what to do if the 
smoke alarm sounds. That includes planning a second way out from every room in your home. 
Every household that develops and practices an escape plan with two ways out from every 
location improves its time to escape in every type of fire. 

 

 

 

 



Fire 

• Cooking is the number one cause of home fires and injuries.  

• Smoking is the leading cause of fire deaths.  

• Heating is the second leading cause of home fires, fire deaths and fire injuries.  

• Electrical failures or malfunctions are factors in roughly 50,000 reported fires each year.  

• Roughly 30,000 intentionally set home structure fires are reported each year.  

In 2008 

• U.S. fire departments responded to 386,500 home fires.  

• Home fires killed 2,755 people and injured 13,160.  

• Someone was injured in a reported home fire every 40 minutes.  

• Roughly eight people died in home fires every day.  

• A fire department responded to a home fire every 82 seconds.  

• 83% of all fire deaths and 79% of fire injuries resulted from home fires.  

Resources 
The NFPA has a number of fact sheets and additional fire prevention tips on its website 
http://www.nfpa.org/index.asp 

 

Tool Box Safety Meeting Minutes 

Municipality/Agency:  

Training Conducted By:   

Topics Discussed:   

  

Training Materials Used: (Video, Handouts, etc.)   

  

Follow-Up and Questions Discussed:   

  

  

Employees Present (Print Name)       
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