
 
VERMONT LOCAL ROADS  

Toolbox Safety Talks 

To: Vermont Colleagues From: Erik Wells 

Phone: 800-462-6555 (VT) 802-654-2652 Date: October 20, 2010   

A good way to start to the day… 
 

1. Review any accidents or "near accidents" from the past week. 
  

2. Describe the hazards of the work as they relate to your project. Explain or 
show the SAFE way of doing the job.  

 

3. Ask for ideas about preventing accidents. 
NOTE: If an idea is not practical, explain the reason why.  

 

4. Give the TOOL BOX SAFETY TALK 
 

 

 

High Voltage Accidents 
Vermont Local Roads held it’s first of two 2010 Roads & Trees Workshops last week in 
Quechee, and a major point of emphasis was the danger that downed electrical lines can cause  
harm to workers. Our talk this week examines the dangers of these electrical lines- either above 
or below ground.  

High voltage accidents occur when workers don't plan properly. In construction there are plenty 
of opportunities to make contact with a high voltage source.  

One of the biggest killers in the industry is electrical lines. Frequently they are strung overhead 
and attached to power poles providing primary and secondary service to homes, businesses and 
construction sites. Always provide for safe clearances when working near electric lines. Keep 
the line in your sight or have a worker designated as the spotter. Consider all lines 'hot' even 
though they look safe. NEVER, NEVER touch electric lines and keep co-workers and 
bystanders away. 

Another area of concern is underground electric lines. More and more of them are being 
installed around the country. These lines can be severed or damaged and electrical injury is a 
real danger. To prevent this type of accident by law Dig Safe must be contacted. Other local 
utilities may also need to be contacted. On average they require 72 hours notice to come out and 
locate the buried cables. Play it safe, contact them early and follow their locator stakes and 
markings. Be aware that Dig Safe marks the ground in the area within a few feet of where the 
utility should be located.  

Should contact with an electrical line be made by a piece of equipment, keep everyone clear of 
the piece of equipment and any load it may be handling, and beware of fallen wires or cables. 
The operator should stay on the rig and move away from the line if possible. Don't touch anyone 



who is in contact with the rig or load. Contact the local power company at once. If necessary, 
contact local emergency personnel. 

OSHA has specific regulations covering minimum distances from electric lines. - They can be 
found in Subpart K - Electrical and Subpart N - Cranes. As a rule of thumb, for lines rated 
5OkV. or below, the minimum clearance between the lines and any part of the crane or load 
shall be 10 feet. 

By following the rules, we can prevent high voltage accidents. 

 

Tool Box Safety Meeting Minutes 

Municipality/Agency:  

Training Conducted By:   

Topics Discussed:   

  

Training Materials Used: (Video, Handouts, etc.)   

  

Follow-Up and Questions Discussed:   

  

  

Employees Present (Print Name)       

 
 
 
 

 


